THE GROWTH OF THE GREAT STATE

borders  and  remained in the common heritage.
The result, therefore, on  the whole,  during the
recorded history of the last twelve thousand years,
from the time when Nippur drew into a village of
reed-huts among the marshes of the Euphrates, has
always been the formation of larger spring-areas
of civilisation, which contain small sparsely-sown
communities with a tradition of finer Mind.   Out
of these spring-areas arise larger polities of coarser
structure, in which the small communities with
traditions of finer Mind have a gradual influence of
permeation; so that the ultimate level of civilisation
and the ultimate level of Mind, in the new large
polities, is higher than in the old; the two main dif-
fusing forces being Trade and Thought, issue of the
Life-centre and the Mind-centre respectively.    For
Mind has the property of never forgetting its own
old communal levels; it to-day remembers the level,
for instance, which it had in the Athenian polity.
Therefore in the new polity of larger area formed by
Trade and Thought there will be a steady tendency
for Mind to rise in the polity.    There will be ulti-
mately, after an interval of relapse, a more compre-
hensive survey and level of conception than in the
old.    Life is ever being sheltered by wider inter-
courses and under an ampler roof; and behind both
Life and Mind there is no long pause in the motion
of the Omnipotential Principle.    Stagnancies, fluc-
tuations, delays, recessions of the tidal force, it is
true, there always will be ; black retrograde periods
such as that of the fifth century of our era, when the
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